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Our Aims 

At Pensans Community Primary School, we are determined to provide every child with a 

curriculum that recognises them as unique, understood, unlimited individuals. The Pensans 

vision is for all children to be recognised and valued as individuals with unlimited 

potential. We work closely with parents and the community to achieve the best outcomes 

and help children become confident ambassadors and positive members of the community. 

 

In our ARB, we strive to: 

• Support children in overcoming barriers to learning and developing skills for 

independence. 

• Place communication, interaction, and independence at the heart of all learning. 

• Create an inspiring, nurturing environment where children feel Safe, Happy, and ready to 

Learn. 

• Embed the Pensans CARES motto in everything we do: Aspirational, Relationships, 

Experiences, Success. 

• Provide an education that changes lives through increased aspiration, access, and 

opportunity. 



 

Unit Organisation 

The Pensans ARB provides specialist provision for primary aged children with Education, 

Health and Care Plan (EHCP). All pupils are neurodivergent and have communication and 

interaction challenges, and require a personalised, highly-structured curriculum. 

 

Children in the ARB are supported through: 

• Small group and 1:1 teaching using visuals, Makaton, and structured routines. 

• Sensory-friendly environments including calm zones and movement breaks. 

• A balance of formal learning, play-based learning, and life skills experiences. 

• Consistent timetables with neurodivergent friendly visuals and pupil-friendly icons. 

• Integrated mainstream opportunities such as PE, assemblies, and topic-based learning 

where appropriate. 

 

Each child’s timetable is adapted to meet EHCP outcomes, learning style, and sensory 

profile. 



 

 

 

 

 

Approaches to Teaching 

 

• Total Communication approach: speech, Makaton, visuals, communication aids. 

• Social Thinking and Social Communication strategies woven into daily routines. 

• Sensory diets embedded into the school day. 

• Consistent expectations based on the three Pensans rules: 

   1. Follow instructions with thought and care. 

   2. Respect everyone and everything. 

   3. Show good manners at all times. 

• Life Skills afternoons (Mindful Monday, Chooseday Tuesday, Wonder Wednesday, 

Thoughtful Thursday, Fizzy Friday). 

• Visits and experiences: Forest Schools, local gymnasium, farm and garden visits, and 

community learning.  



 

Our Curriculum 
 

The Pensans ARB curriculum blends:  

• National Curriculum subjects (adapted and personalised). 

• Real PE framework for physical development. 

• Continuous provision for exploration and independence. 

• Life skills: cooking, shopping, travelling safely, and caring for ourselves and 

others. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

















 



 













 

 



Schematic Play 

Opportunities for schematic play (e.g. rotation, up and down, transporting) are embedded for 

children who learn through repeated patterns. This supports cognitive development, motor skills, 

and emerging literacy. 

 

 

 

Assessment 
• Formative assessment: daily observations, Tapestry journals, EHCP targets. 

• Summative assessment: SEN tracker and Engagement Model for pupils working at pre-key stage 

standards. 

• Progress is tracked termly as emerging, developing, secure across: 

   - Core subjects 

   - Life skills 

   - Communication and interaction 

• Parents are kept informed through regular reports, meetings, and shared learning journals. 



 

Integration 
Children are valued members of Pensans Community Primary School. Their inclusion is planned 

carefully to balance challenge and support. 

 

• Mainstream Inclusion: phonics, PE, assemblies, and topic learning where appropriate. 

• In the ARB: playground, kitchen, sensory spaces, and structured routines. 

• Around the School: Outdoor Learning, joint playtimes, and shared events. 

• In the Community: local visits (shops, post office, library, train station) to develop real-life 

independence skills. 


